Thirdly, it is puzzling and unsatisfactory
to read the convoluted attempts to grade
the Encyclical on a notional scale of Infallibility: having a Magisterium is meant to
help, and for the status of the teaching to
be still in some way unclear forty years
after its publication is not a good advertisement for the authority behind it.
Edward Norman has pointed out that
Anglicans have completely forgotten about
the moral consequences of artificial contraception since 1930. This book will serve
as a useful primer for those interested to
know how Roman Catholics committed to
the teaching of Humanae Vitae now defend
it in the light of the last Pope's exegesis. For
Catholic Anglicans at least, this is of more
than simply academic interest now.
Robin Ward
GOD, GAYS AND THE CHURCH
Human Sexuality and
Experience in Christian Thinking
Edited by Lisa Nolland et al.
Latimer Trust, 250pp, pbk
978 0 9463079 3 7, £9.99
Back in my thirties, as a lecturer
in Christian Ethics, I was particularly interested in the challenges
of sexual ethics. Though this area
rarely came up in lectures, they
were the overriding personal concern of the undergraduates I was
teaching. What did the Church
have to say to a pre-Aids, contraceptiveusing generation of young people? It was
endlessly fascinating helping them through
their dilemmas and temptations and confusions. Thirty years later, and it has all got a

lot more political and a lot nastier, and I am
also a good deal older. Frankly, my dear, it
is hard to give a damn.
Thirty years ago, the questions and
answers were personal. Sexual ethics was
part of growing up, a means of establishing
personal identity, of filling in the elements
of a self definition, somehow avoiding the
tired (pre-contraceptive) mantras of older
generations or the casual amorality of dull
secularists. I would still maintain that the
careful consideration of sexual ethics was a
major element of evangelization; it was part
of the proclamation of the Christian Gospel
to intelligent young people. It was a genuine challenge: I can still remember my first
'abortion crisis', so vividly that I could probably paint the young woman from memory,
though I have not seen her for decades.
The Church had something real to offer, a
demanding morality perhaps but a deeper
understanding of the human condition
that lazy 'situation ethics'
simply did not answer.
Then it was personal:
now it is political. I don't
doubt that young people
still have to work out
their own moral behaviour, but the issues have
taken on a more abstract
flavour - justice, rights,
equality - that require
adherence but allow for
little discussion. It is into
this altered context that

this strange book is introduced.
I found it oddly troubling, while at the
same time being impressed that it was
prepared to tackle issues more generally
regarded as outside the realm of discussion. It is a collection of essays, mostly
from America with added British input,
about various aspects of gay sexuality,
experience and morality, largely from
an Evangelical perspective. It is in other
words for those who are genuinely - and
personally- concerned with such issues.
Not me, nor those like me, who do not
actually give a damn.
The personal testimony of an anonymous
young woman who describes herself as
'post-lesbian was, to me, somewhat creepy
and unconvincing, and almost voyeuristic. The more abstract and non-personal
article 'Unexpected consequences: the sexualization of youth' was excellent - challenging and creepy in an entirely different
way. This mix of sociological analysis and
the counter-cultural personal experience
makes for a powerful and unsettling book.
It is not for me, nor for most people, but
for younger people, personally troubled by
what one writer has correctly diagnosed
as 'the paradox at the heart of gay culture',
and personally challenged by the Lord
Jesus and his higher vision of the human
person, created in the image of his Father,
then it may well be extremely helpful. I am
glad it has been written (for others).
Jeremy Tyler

The Church of England in Essex and East London
Diocese of Chelmsford

VICAR
for the parish of St Thomas of Canterbury, Brentwood
The Diocesan Board of Patronage is looking to a p p o i n t a priest w h o will
approach ministry in a collaborative way and bring vision and energy
to t h e mission of this flourishing t o w n centre single parish benefice
If you are:
Centred on the Eucharist as the heart of your priestly life
Able to grow parishioners in their own life of prayer and understanding of the faith

I
| 1.00pm

| 3.00pm

Able to encourage the strong musical tradition of the parish
Committed to working closely with two successful Church Schools among others

LUNCH
A Buffet Lunch will be available
at the RAOB Club, Wilson Street,
Millfield. Tickets must be ordered
from Fr. Skelton no later than
Friday 10th October. They will
not be available on the day (£6.00)

Committed to continue the strong links within the local community
Committed to develop the covenant with the neighbouring Roman Catholic Cathedral of
the Diocese of Brentwood and other ecumenical links
you may be the priest we are looking for to lead this parish into the next stage of its pilgrimage

SERMON, PROCESSION OF OUR
LA DV AND SOLEMN BENEDICTION
Preacher:
The Rt. Rev'd. Paul Richardson
Assistant Bishop of Newcastle.

Resolutions A & B were reaffirmed in May 2008
Parish profile and application form available from:
Eddie Carden, Secretary to the Diocesan Board of Patronage, 53 New Street, Chelmsford, Essex, CM11 AT

All priest members of the Society are

Phone: 01245 294412

Invited to robe — cotta, stole etc
«

AFTERNOON TEA in the Parish &
Community
Community Centre
Centre Wilson
Wuson Street
Street

E-mail: ecarden@chelmsford.anglican.org

or download from www.chelmsford.anglican.org/vacancies.html
«

Details from:
^
$ Fr. Skelton 0191 565631 - FrSkelSMM@AOL.com|

Closing date for applications: 17th October 2008
Interview date: 5th November 2008
An enhanced CRB disclosure will be required
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